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sea  routes  connecting  the  Mediterranean  to  the   Indian  Ocean.  As   is  well  known,  a
number of recent studies both of philologists and archaeologists revealed that this kind
of  trades  were  mediated  by  a  series  of  important  ports  or  outposts  in  the  Gulf  area
(under the influence of both the Parthian South-Mesopotamian area or of the so-called
South-Arabic kingdoms) and that these routes were sailed for the most by local ships.
2 The  Author  of  this  article  promoted  a  program  to   identify  systematically   imported
Roman   amphorae   in   the   Indian   subcontinent,   basing   upon   the   review   formerly
compiled by S. Gupta, in which over 50 potential finding spots were listed. Although not
all   the   reported   material   has   yet   been   located,   imported   amphorae   have   been
confirmed  only  from  31  of  these  sites.  Furthermore,  approximately  the  half  of  them
also   revealed   that   some   sherds   thought   to   belong   to   Roman   amphorae   actually
belonged to a very well known Mesopotamian type of pottery, the so-called “torpedo
jars”, a kind of storage jar usually made in coarse or common ware, that widely diffused
in   the   area   of   the  Gulf   starting   from   the  Parthian  Period.  The  presence   of   this
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